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Washington -- U.S. Representative John Olver (D-First District)                has announced that the Center for Ecological Technology (CET) will                be providing solid waste management assistance in the four Western                Massachusetts counties through a $84,000 grant from USDA Rural Development.&nbsp;                The "Managing Solid Waste in Rural Communities: Technical Assistance                and Education Program" will help towns with fewer than 10,000 residents                divert waste from landfills and combustion facilities through waste                reduction, reuse and recycling.              

"The rural communities in western Massachusetts have led the state                and nation in their commitment to recycling and environmental protection.&nbsp;                Through CET's innovative and tireless hard work, we now have the                opportunity to enhance our knowledge and understanding of the waste                management issues facing our communities. I am pleased to support                CET and I will continue my efforts to secure federal resources for                such important local programs," said Olver.              

"We are finding that public interest in waste reduction and recycling                continues to grow.&nbsp; CET provides easy and practical steps for                households, businesses and communities," said Laura Dubester, CET                Director.              

Highlights of the program include helping communities meet eligibility                criteria for the state's Municipal Recycling Incentive Program and                providing education to help residents reduce, reuse, recycle, compost                and buy-recycled.&nbsp; CET, in cooperation with the Universal Waste                Recycling Project at the University of Massachusetts, will assist                towns in promoting recently available opportunities for the safe                collection and disposal of mercury-bearing wastes including fluorescent                bulbs and thermostats.              

The Center for Ecological Technology (CET) is a non-profit energy/resource                conservation and solid waste management organization serving western                Massachusetts.&nbsp; For more information on the CET project, call                John Majercak at CET at&nbsp; (413) 586-7350 or 1-800-369-3333.             
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